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ACT THREE
FRDE IN:

EXT. STABLES - DAY

Bud, Peter, Megan and Lacey with Will outside a STORAGE SHED.

WILL
Thig is where Ms. Walker kept her
riding equipment, Do you have a
warrant or something?

BUD ‘
Bryn Walker's dead because somecne
sabotaged her saddle, Open it.

Will gives Bud a look, then unlocke the ahéd, opens the door.
Bud glovee up and starts to enter ag —-

JAMES SAVAGE, 30's, a walking Ralph Lauren ad in his riding
britchee, tall beota and polo shirt, approaches, He has a
beautiful BLACK HORSE in tow.

JAMES
Can I help you?

BUD
Police business, sir.

JAMES

Polive? That's my girlfriend's
shed. What the hell ie going on?

(to Lacey)
L4

Buwethrts—ig-getiing goed,
MECEN"
Newr-plaaie.,

EXT. STABLES - DAY

Megan and Peter talk to James outmside his horse's stall.

JAMES
T can't bhelieva this is happening.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

Peter and Megan trade a look.

James takeszs a moment.

MEGAN

I'm so sorry, Mr. Savage., How long

have you two been together?

JAMES
Abouil & year. We met at a
competition a few years ago. We
juest moved in together.

PETER

Why didn‘t you call the police when

Bryn didn’'t come home?

JAMES
I assumed she was here at the
stable.

MHEGAN
Overnight?

JAMES
She crashes at the stable office
sometimes. It might seem strange,
but when Bryn needed to work
through something, she preferred
the company of horszes to people,

MEGAN
Doean't geem strange at all. What
wae bothering her?

JAMES
She wanted to leave professional
riding and focus on the therapy
program. But horses aren't cheap,
and riding was how she made money.

PETER
Did she ever mantion getting in a
fight with one of the priscners?

JAMES
No, why?

MEGAN
Someone sabotaged her saddle. We

think that might have had something

to do with how she diad.

24,

If that's the case,..

Ee locks like he's going to be sick.

(CONTTNUED)
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CONTINUED: (2)

MEGAN (CONT'D)
Are you okay?

JAMES
No, no I'm not. You want to know
who had it in for Bryn, it's that
creep who rung the stables,.

MEGAN
Will Paisley?

JAMES
He made a couple of passes at Bryn.
Wouldn't let her alone. J,,f’f (7
| 510
INT. STARLES ~ SHED - DAY

Bud pokes through this organized space., Saddles, reins,
buckets with brushes. As he scans a WALL of PICTURES:
Btyn's riding career -- dreasage, jumping, croes-country
competitions -- he hears a NOISE and spins to see. Lacey.

BUD
You scared the living crap out of
me. Didn’t your mother tell you to
wait in the car?

LACEY
bidn't she tell you to watch your
language?

BUD
Do what she said.

LACEY
Do you even know what this stuff
isg?

BUD

I'll figure it out.
Bud finds a HORSE HOOF PICK. He looks at it ---

BUD (CONT’D)
(to himself)

Now we're getting somewhere. This

looks like a weapon ——

LACEY ,
It's a horse pick, it cleans their
feet. How will you know if it's
messed up if you don’t know how
it’s used?

(CONTINUED)
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ACT FQUR
FADE IN:

INT. POLICE STATION - INTERROQGATION ROOM - DAY (DAY 3)

OPEN ON James Savage, Bryn's boyfriend. Bud ac¢ross from him.
INT. POLICE STATION - OBSERVATION ROOM - INTERCUT

Megan watches from the observation room. In interrogation --

JAMES
When I was disgqualified, I wondered
who buted my horse, but I had no
idea it was Bryn.

BUD
You sure you didn't try to teach
her a lespon? Sabetage her gaddlw
and -then slip her some kind of drug
so she would fall off?

JAMES
What? Why would I do that?

BUD
You were rivals. Whieh-ypeu—fadled-to
Eall LSS S e e s e e AR i
e nly S DorE e R~ MO RS SRR~
compaee-QoLadlix. And I gotta be
honest, it would really bother me if

I found out my girlfriend kept
winning because ghe was a cheater.

JAMES
I didn't kill Bryn.

| Covvnuc
Both men are distracted by a TAPPING coming £rom the . '
observation room window. OFF Bud‘s loock —- M€x7

. oy -
TIME CUT TDi PH’@?
fﬁT. POLICE BSTATION - INTERROGATION ROOM - MOMENTS LATER |

Megan settles across from Jamea. Megan studies James a beat -=
then, she turnes to Bud.

iyl e e ety ey
to--bute-a-herser i tore—sempetition,
DLetactl e

(CONTINUED}
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CONTINUED:

BUT
Ner—-D O Wi

|

Beca if it needs bute the at
means 1 njured. Kind like a
footkball pla Hot. for a

muacle strain, 8 his injury
and enhances h '

Megan turns her attention back to James. : CO /U -[-’ hui

MEGAN (CONT'D)
You and I both know Bryn wasn’t the
kind of perszon who would bute a
horse before a competition,
(off James)
You buted your own horse, didn't you?

JAMES
What?

MEGAN .
You’ve probably done it before.
Sometimes the judges check at theage
things, sometimes they don't.

JAMES
The only thing I use on my horse
during competition is coat oil -- I

make it myaelf and it‘e legal.
Megan removes a 2wab from her purse.

MBGAN
Good, then you won't mind 1f I test
your fingernaile for bute,

JAMES
Don’t you need a warrant or something?

BUD
We do., But when we regquest it,
we’'re also going to get one for
your trailer, house, your car.

MEGAN
The riding world loves a acandal.

(CONTTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (2)

JAMES

Okay, hold on, I did 1t. I butei,’f##,f?y
my own horsa. Eappy? .
AL
INT,. POLICE STATION - BULLPEN - DAY

Bud and Megan.

BUD
What I don't get is if that Bozo in
there buted his own horge, why did
Bryn have it on her handa?

MEGAN
Maybe Bryn was using it for another
reagon. Did you find any in Bryn's
shed?

BUD
No. Then again, you might want to
check with your daughter.

'MEGAN
I'm sorry about that, she should
have waited in the car.

BUD
fhe's too much like you. By the
way, I think she misses you.

MEGAN
Excuse me?

BUD
I got a gense she wante to spend
more time with yvou. I don't know.

As Magan processes that, her cell BUZZES. 8he checks a text.
Off her loock of concern ——

BUD (CONT'D)
What 1s 1it?

MEGAN
Regults from the chromatography
test. Bryn was shot up with a
lethal dose of suceinylcholine.
It’s a paralytic vets uge to put
horses down.

BUD
And we've come full circle.
(off Megan)
(MORE)

(CONTTNUED)
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CONTINUED:

‘ MEGAN
They look like flegka of glitter.

Peter loocks over the autopsy history notes.

PETER
¥You found a similar substance on
Bryn’s face during the initial
autopsy. You attributed it te...
makeup,

Megan studies Bryn’s face. She dabs Bryn’'s left eye with a
gloved finger -- REVEAL a gpec of glitter. Next, Megan
inmserts a long swab up Bryn's nose. She doss the same down
Bryn’s throat, More glitter.

PETER (CONT'D)
So this other horse eats glitter,
and then licks the victim’s face?

MEGAN
This didn't cgome from the horse.
It came from the killer's hands.

Megan placea her hand over Bryn’s face «- like she is
suffocating Bryn with her hand,

MEGAN (CONT'D)
She inhaled it. That’s why she
gtopped breathing. The killer
guffocated her.

CURTIS

Why would a horaeback rider have
glitter on his hands?

MEGAN ‘
To cheat, E;(?x(r(’
EXT, STABLES - RIDING RING - DAY ,,H’H#”,
OPEN ON James and his BLACK HORSE riding "patterns" in the

ring. Megan blocks his path. Bud and Peter just beyond her.

MEGAN
Hi there.

JAMES
Doctor Hunt?

James looks around -- a beat to survey an escape route.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

As James climbs down, Megan approaches the horse. As she
swipes her gloved hand over the horse’'s coat --

MEGAN
Tou gave your horse svery
advantage, didn’t you James? You
uged bute to numb its pain and --

Megan shows James the little flecks of glitter\on her finger.

MBSEN (CONT'D)
el raat—Eo—MateammtrhT—— i ,

JAMES
That's not illegal,

MEGAN
It is when you kill somecone, We
found it in Bryn’s esophagus and
nasal cavity. You forgot it was on
your glove when you suffocated her.,

JAMES
You’'re crazy. Why would I aver do
that?

MEGAN

You were jealous. You thought she

was having an affair with Will _
Paisley, ,,aﬂ'""ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ
! e

~PETER CZIJFYTrlr\
Seespant twanighta nazawin. YA P9
Jrarn

BUB-
You-eouldn.t believe Bryn would
feli—fer—Lhat-guy-sa.you dacided

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: (2)

EXT. WOODS - RAVINE - DUSK - PLASHBACK

Bryn’'s body in the ravine, Her eyes blink. FOOTSTEES
approach. REVERSE to see James over Bryn —— Bryh'’s lips
barely form the words, "Help me."

MEEAN 7.0, )
~teu—found her lying thexs .
b B L |
geeppod—up-and-suffocated-her—

BRYN'S POV ~- James leans over her. He placea his gloved

hand over her face. BLACKOUT.

EXT.

Covimin U

STABLES - RIDING RING - DAY ’#’#

Megan steps up to James.

MEGAN
It's over Jamms. Bryn won.

James gives Megan a defiant look.

JAMES

That bitch made me think she loved
me. She even said she wanted me to
be a part of that stupid therapy
program. "Do something good for
the world." I actually fell for
that b.s. And then I see her at
the stable with that scumbag?

MEGAN
She wasn't having an affair, James.
She was in Will's barn because she
was trying to pave a horse's life.

JAMES
That's not true.

MEGAN
I'm afraid it is. Fhe=wae-tresy

with. You were just too jealous
and competitive to see that,

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED:

JAMES

Bud moves in to cuff James —-

Megan's c¢ell phone RINGS.

But... 1t looked -- What did I ijj”xf ED
&0
-

BUD
You're under arrest for the murder
of Bryn Walker. You have the
right...

off to anawer. OFF Peter, hmm --

52.

She checks the caller ID, moves

TIME CUT TO:

EXT. STABLES - PADDQCK - DAY

Megan at the rail watching Bryn'e horses,

MEGAN
Bryn did a good thing here.

PETER
Yeah, she did. Who called?

MEGAN
Todd. He's agreed to let Lacey
gtay with me avery other weekend.
We’'re going to tell her tonight.

PETER
That’'s great.

Megan nods, careful what you wish for.

MEGAN
Did I ever tell you I operated on a
Buddhist nun?

PETER
I would have remembered that.

MEGAN
She was preparing to give a talk on
Buddha and during pre-op used me as
a "test audience."

PETER
What was it about?

Ag Peter walke up -

(CONTINUED)



